
PIRATES AHOY! -

THE GOLDEN CARGO OF THE MARY DEAR

Th.' Peruvian Guar ! V.'lvn Ovrrboarc!

Lima, capital of Peru, is the v.,..

of golden legend and bloody history.

Dut of her harbor have sailed, in

imes long past, ships and galleons
jcaring treasure such as the eye of

nodtrn man has never looked upon,

"he Peruvian mountains had been

ielding gold plentifully through
nany centuries, and the yellow
n^tal had been piling up in Lima.

It was valued by the Incas as beau¬

tiful metal, suitable for making

images of gods and ornaments for

Insures and temples. But the Incas

["had no such exaggerated idea of its

value as was possessed by the Span¬
iards and Englishmen, who fought
lor many bloody years for piles of

Peruvian gold.
ships were none too safe in those

days. Storms overset the galleons
a >1 the swifter and more easily ma¬
th uvered English vessels darted
about, firing into their great hulls,
and sending many of them to the .

bottom. When sea and earth give
t.y their hidden treasure at the be¬

hest of scientific search, what a

v.;alth of gold will be found where

the cargoes of those old galleons
lie f

In 1.1:10 Lima was in turmoil. A

revolt a -ainst the iiower of Spain
'had partly succeded. There was.

and there was not. local indepen¬
dent government. The Peruvians
ha.: bi o nu -old-hungry themselves
and there were plots and counter-

llets ; overthrow whatever govern-
mc nt might assume power and

guardianship of the church and

tun r«. azures.

A crisis was at hand, and the

patty m power was determined to

r'tec itsii;' by shipping the major,
portion o: the state treasure out of

Lima. This trick had been resort-

<! to before, and was to be used
later. The "government" sought to
.1 the geld securely stowed away
some other country, where poli-t

Lical conditions were more stable,
Thru the "government" could fol¬
low the gold, and be on Easy Street

for life.
There was an English one. ine

M: ry Dear, lying in Lima habor
when the partisan crisis of 1820 was

was at its climax. It was command¬
ed by Captain Thomson, a hearty
an i !oi?.?-swearing English sea cap-
.ain who had made many friends i

rliore during his visits to Lima. I
The men in power in the Peru-

c vermnent were afraid to en-'
t their treasure to any other'

hip. but they felt that an English
raytain. if well paid for his trouble

.it: be expected to take on the
v: u, regardless of its value, and
' livrr it as merchandise to any

It liiunon named by the shippers
; -.tain Thomson was consulted,
f . :i would be glad of a cominis-,
io:i and a cargo. He was in the
r.t h. r shipping business, and his

ti, ire v. as to make as much money
: r his owners and himself as pos-

'

rb'-\ He named a figure about
four times the size of the charge1
that might be expected in case of
nn ordinary merchandise cargo, and
.he iicialr- agreed.
Three days and nights the work-

men labored, transporing from the.
treasury and the churches the gold

.
that was to constitute the govern-,'
mint';: guarantee of continued pow¬
er. No one now living knows what
the value of the cargo was when
.he Mary Dear, on the fourth morn-

inrt. weighed anchor and put out to
I sea. The estimates that I have seen

ran- e from tweive million to twenty
» four million dollars, based tuion ac-

counts written shortly after the dis-
appro rune- of the gold from Lima.

The Peruvian government supplied
J r military guard for the treasure,

I n:ul a party of laborers for handling
the heavy boxes in which the goldi
was crated. Captain Thomson wel-1
corned the captain of the guard on'
board, and had wine served all
around, while the Mary Dear was

beating down the coast.
Meantime. Captain Thomson had

had consultations with his crew. It
' did not require much vocal elo-
'

qu< ncc. added to the yellow gleam-
ing of the gold, to win the crew to

the Captain's lurid scheme.
1 "We can work as we please the

rest of our lives, boys", said Thom-
ren "and not all of us together can

ever produce for ourselves as much
wealth as there is in one of those
big boxes. The fellows who hired us

. to haul this cargo for them are

thieves. They stole all this gold.
Let's take it from them and put it
to good use! What is the will of
the crew?"
The will of the crew was express¬

ed by hearty cheers, yells, and ques¬
tions about the earliest appropriate

time for taking possession of the
gold

It was accomplished thar very
day. Out cn the broad ocean, with
never a .-ail ncr a bit of shore in
sight, the armed crew o: th. Mary
Dear rushed the strangers. The
Peruvian guard went owrbsv.v in
a surprise attack, led by Captain
Thomson himself. The labor? r

were taken without a higgle,
bound arcl tossed out into t iir v at r.

The whole operation took less Hum
two hoars, and not a man s» it-

Mary Dear was seriously in.::.

Thomson new explained to hi>
crew that it would bo note o

hide the treasure for a while. H"
knew a fin? place to bury it. Coco
Island! They weald deposit
gold there, after dividing
them enough to provide for ;
sent needs, and agree upon a d.
for a rendezvous at Coco; I ;l i:.d
about a year hence. Very simple.
There were excellent reasons for
hiding the money now. I; ths Mary
Dear went tc go sailin; bad: to E:
land, leaded with Peruvian gold
what a scandal! And. what prose¬
cutions! No. thai would be vain.
The men mint depend upon Cap¬
tain Thomson to work out a sat: -

factory solution of the problem for
them.

So the golden cargo of the Mary
Dear- was unloaded at Coccs J. land,
and was hidden, according to t'.ie
most persistent of the traditions. ::i

a cave. A map was made, with cor¬

rect compass bearings indicated
Captain Thomson kepi the nr.:p.

It would be superfluous and dis¬
cursive to go into the roc it?.', c

Captain Thomson's voyages dark;
the years immediately fci!''wing th
deposit of the treasure cn Ccro.
Island. The adventures were many
and not unbloody. I shall confine
myself here to that part of Ids
career which bears directly upon
the Cocos Island treasure.
Thomson joined Benito Bonho. a

genuine blood-and-thunder pirate
from SosXh America. Thomson is
said to have cooperated with Boi.hn
in a grand coup which was intended

| to exterminate the witnesses who
1 had knowledge of the burying cf

the pre. I' lie crew ot the Mary,
Dr. r v. - d in : d< k'V.te posi¬
tion as \ he rvev; i>:' m honest mer¬

chantman r;i: vc .c! was board¬
ed L\v ) and hr. men. and
cve:\ "a .

. r the crew v. a mur-

i.»:v.k one ever kttev. whether
'it '!' ! '.Try man who
!:...' . ..i111 *riioi:;..an at the
!:'.trial >: tim cargo of the Mary
D b' he iavution was to make
:! ms->.rcie rjuite inclusive.
B onto him elf foil upon evil days

lxforr ever a movement could be
mtici' t .vard transporting the treas-
!.i titr Mary Dear to some suit-
aH> ; aikt t Bmiito died with his
Lc and pv t.ih on. and Thomson
.v . mod by a fluke e; justice.

h . Menting, of Newfoundland,
rr. v .. Thorn -en a pas eng-

Fn.iish : hip. in 1844.
TIi n. :. h;.d become rcsepctable,
an' he . .as no longer young. He

<. b e .me "rest friends in
t oij c of a long voyage, and,

! ; r horn .1 was in bad health.
invited .lv dormer sea cap¬

tain '0 be his attest at his New-
idland ham Thompson ac¬

cept at:.

W"til .'.is it ill" Keating home.
Tiv on produced the map of Cocos
J land, mad when the treasure of
:u r.Tary Dear was deposited there.
With .'.rn.c eve ion:; and a few lines.
Thor.ron told a story accounting
lei hi possession of the map. and
urr.ee! Keating to organize an 0:;-

1, to go and get the gold.
1 chinp succeeded in interesting

e C. rain Bog tie. .<nd the expedition
vvss fitted out. On the e ve of sail-
:: Thomson died. The expedition

iled 11. depending upon the map.
Keating and Bcgtte went ashore

:.» r. rcw-boat. leaving their vessel
i:i c' urge ' f the male, oil Cocos Is¬
land. After some searching, the two
Newlouitellers found the cave ex-

lactly wltcre Thomson's map indi-
..teci it:; presence. Within the cave

a pile of gold jjjiat fairly turned
lho .ear-hen; sick with wonder and

11'nr. it's a responsibility, they say.
lo In: almost alone with a stack of
gold as high as a man. in the midst

' ci a tropical wilderness. And there
were the sailors aboard the ship

Ni :k- ol them was what you might
all a minister ol the gospel.
The crew learned that the t,wo

chief.- had discovered the treasure,

and demanded division c: tit lo.it.
Keating r.nd Boguo dentin red.
Mutiny followed. The men desert¬
ed the ship, and spent days hunting
madly over the i.dand for the treas¬

ure trove. Returning to the shin
in fury, the men threatened to kill
the chiefs of the expedition unless
the booty were taken aboard and

'p:«....". ".v I

i:e-c.:i5 and Captain Royus w<tre I
gcod talkers. Tliey got the men ro

pcctpone final action until the next

day. That niglit the two avaricious
adventurers revved away in the

longboat, landed on a remote beach,
enc! made their way inland to t.iej
treasure cave.

The plan was a ciesperate one.:

They hoped to bring oil a boatload
cf (he ecld before the crew should
awake, mid hide it in their cabin

ihey would lead the crew

to the rave if n .cco.sury. a:ul let J
t.ho'n have their share of the re-'
sr.ainder of the ireasure.

No watch was kepi on board, so

the plan had a dir.; chance of sue-

feeding.
But luck was against the hard-

working adventurers. Gold is J
heavy, and men are greedy. The
t. the ship, the boat etaoin unuuni

boat was overloaded. Returning to J
the ship, lie boat overturned in the t

heavy surf. Captain "ague, who

had filled hi and his blouse
with gold coins, went straight to

th:* be*'( in of the sea.

Keating managed to catch the1
cvi-.turned boat and climb on top

j( 1 i'. H" had only r. handful of told

coins about hi- person. Enough to

make lain fori rich in Newfound¬
land. perhaps, but not enough to

'.ive him "ny rlow of warmth out
in the Pacific loneliness.

Current': carried Keating far cut

to sea. Two days and two nights
he clung to that bobbing boat, with¬
out food, and with no fresh water

except what lie could catch in his
mouth when a rainstorm passed his
vvav.
On the third day the distressed

mariner was picked up by a Span¬
ish selves.. which set him a-hore
i:i Cost a Rit a, in very bad temper.
He walked across the Isthmus, de¬

pending upon his wii and the char¬

ity oi the inhabitants for food, and
at an Atlantic pert ftuna a ship on

winch Iv was able to work his pas- .

sage to an island whence he ship- |
ore! befe.'e the mas' cf Newfound¬
land.
Thus (tided one of the most prom-

isin.' cf a!! the C>co- T.-lami treas-I
urc-huntinii expeditions. Tlv ship
with the mutinous crew made its way j
back to Newfoundland, too. and no-1
body ever did anything about tho|
mutiny.
Most o: the cargo of the Mary

Dear is -till in that cave on Coeos
Island. Hunting lor it ha furn¬
ished spool and : .Iw nr.::, iov many
.. crew since Keating s inglorious re¬

turn to Newfoundland.
. Copyright. 1 DJh Ches. 13. Driscolli

Two Bishops Will
Be In City Sunday

Elizabeth City will be host to two

Bishops Sunday. The R*. Rev Win.
J. Haiey. D l). Ca'.hoJir Bishop of
N. ;h CaroMna will administer con-

:iination Stnday night at 7:45
o'clock at St. Elizabeth's Catholic
cTuch to a e!as in preparation, He

preach on this occasion and the
.bite is cordially invited to attend

services. Sunday morning,
Be hop Thos. C. Darst. of Wilming¬
ton. will hold confirmation services
at tlie Episcopal Church.

-There who are accustomed 10

...king their noses in someone else's
iness might read this with profit

Gub Mitchell, of Burke county, has

seme difficulty with and beat "old

man" Joe Mitchell. Herman Mull,
a neighbor and kinsman, went ta

(he Mitchell home and censured
Gl-'j for having abused the older

man. As Mull sat in front of the

fire in the Mitchell home a pistol
was fired from the corner of the'
room and the visitor was killed a!-

mcst instantly. Gub Mitchell has.

been lodged in jail and is charged j
with murder.

SOY BEANS WANTED: Ton
market prices. Spot cash. W. C.
GI.OVER, Elizabeth City, N. C.
cNlS-tf. j

NOTICE
cale of valuable property

j'.v % i11ii.- a i|it i i.i irils? i-xri-llt"'! in mi.

hy fi. S. (I'M*is :. li«I ttlfe, I. una l.Mihs, f.r

retain . ill|itherein menriolied. which saj<J

*1. h.I <.i rm-r bears date M .ich Ifiith.
..ml i- rt«l >n :he ».ffre u 1 iu- It.-^is? 1

i#f I:?-«.1 .» if iv^iuotui.k County. V. c. in Iieed
Itcck Nil. IN. I: .' -s'?. I *lia nil SATI J'-

1>A V. j.WIVif:V 11I1. I..30, AT lif (IVI.IM K
MMIX offer nr sale tin* C.urt I liaise «|<M»r
in fin* sai«| Cnim'v. a* Mlhlic auction for i-iis|..
t?n* ciiaveyed l«. ine 111 smi«l i1hhi| m|

11 list. I wit:
Am '.ndlvida.l «. lie* half interest in ;m«i

11, uvo cert;tin tracts of laud l.% :n^ and la¬

in*: in Xixnultiii Township, I'a^iU't.ink
f'tiiiiity foresaid an«l more |>articii!ui ly d»-

scsihed and .dt-tilled as toilows:

KIIJST TitACT: An undivided mic half
inleiest in and to tin* fidl«aviiijf lands. \\/.. I

i.y.'iut and heinir ill Xixmitnn I'uwiishii*.
Ca*iiiiot..iik fViiiuty, X. t"., and he-iniiin/!
til tin 1 *11111 l'r;dt(c UiMtd at tin* Kast «nil

i t tin* H.i'I.'V lane at the c« iner tit" the

ili'lir; Kieshwater tract, and ruiuiin:; al< 1-

Slid II11111 Ktid'.e Itoad Nnltli If 1 'j l.^t

HIS *4 cliaiiH In a ditch. li- idV latid. thcncc I
alt 11/ sai I dit.'li North <J4 West !{% J ',

"liai.is v. ItaiJ-v iriddck's Ian.-, tli.-nn.
all 11.! stiiii* if.'l l4 West If.'t 1chains to

rl.c Itailcv lane, thence alnn^ *aid lane

.Smith I 1 Kant I chains. thejic,. alcii;
s.t itI I.: lie South til! ^ Mast i* :i cJiaius.
thenre .V nth till If- chains t . the fil.st

j.t itii 11. nla1n.11/ SS.7 acre.. i ltiir«tl laud,
if hi in/ I! tide rotund and agreed that when-
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HATS OFF TO J. H. WILSON, JR. |g
| HAIL THE NEW |jjj
W & A STORES I

* cj J. H. Wilson is the first colored person of this city to venture into the jfl
Cash Grocery business. This store will endeavor to sell the best of every- jjj
thing for table use at rock bottom price, with free phone and delivery service.

The first W. & A. Store is now open at 300 Culpepper Street for the ^
S' QJ

general public's inspection. ^
Saturday Special Bargain Day a

| 300 Culpepper Street g
pjJ Special Prices and Gcod Bargains Saiurday 14th. C

PHONE 517 J. H. WILSON, JR., Mgr. Elizabeth City, N. C. £
JgjarerarzrajHjzjzfErerarajzjaj^ if^gizrEjg.r:' jrj

I ^
^

Our 1930

I Are Now Forming
Tliey provide ;m excellent method to¦ acaunuhie

funds for

Insurance Premiums A
I
I
Taxes

Christmas Money

Enroll Now and Have Ready
Cash for Next Year

Firs): & Citizens National Ban!
Savings Bank & Trust Co.

' This picture is

one fourth actual

size.

This is Bumps
The Famous Whoopee Doll

lie's IX inches high, dressed like a little sport,

u 11 breakable material.

Anv little girl can get one of these wondertnl d"ll

FREE
T* 11 ; 1X> "

l»v getting only three yearly subscriptions to M11-

1 )hd1 )1'.\T or one three year subscription.

One enterprising mother writes: "Save me tour

Whoopee Dolls; 1 am getting up a club of .

tions."

COME TO ?
ii

The Independent
AND MEET BUMPS


